
Suggested Summer Reading List
Rising 2nd Graders

Creekside Families,
Listed below are suggested titles for students to read over the summer. By no means is this a 
comprehensive list – just a jumping off point! One of the most profound ways to get kids to love 
reading is book choice. Discuss together what types of stories you child likes to read and go from there. 
All books listed below can be found at the Auburn Public Library. Happy reading!

Rosie Revere and the Raucous Riveters (The Questioneers Book 1) by Andrea Beaty
Rosie Revere is no stranger to flops and fails, kerfuffles and catastrophes. After all, engineering 
is all about perseverance! But this time, Rosie has a really important project to tackle—one that 
feels much bigger than herself. After one flop . . . then another . . . and another . . . Rosie starts 
to lose hope. But thanks to some help from her fellow Questioneers Iggy Peck and Ada Twist, 
Rosie gets the job done. And, along with the Riveters, she rediscovers the meaning of home.

The Bad Guys. (Bad Guys Book 1) by Aaron Blabey
They sound like bad guys, they look like bad guys . . . and they even smell like bad guys. But Mr. 
Wolf, Mr. Piranha, Mr. Snake, and Mr. Shark are about to change all of that...Mr. Wolf has a 
daring plan for the Bad Guys' first good mission. They are going to break two hundred dogs out 
of the Maximum Security City Dog Pound. Will Operation Dog Pound go smoothly? Will the Bad 
Guys become the Good Guys? And will Mr. Snake please stop swallowing Mr. Piranha?!

Keena Ford and the Field Trip Mix-Up by Melissa Thomson
Keena Ford is so excited to go on a field trip to the United States Capitol with her second-grade 
class! At school, she is running for a spot on the student council, and on the field trip she's 
going to meet a real live U.S. representative. The only trouble is, mean Tiffany Harris keeps 
teasing Keena and taking the best place in line. Keena doesn't mean to get into trouble, but 
trouble seems to find her anyway!

Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things by Lenore Look
Second grader Alvin is afraid of everything—elevators, tunnels, girls, and, most of all, school. 
He’s so afraid of school that, while he’ s there, he never, ever, says a word. But at home, Alvin is 
a very loud superhero named Firecracker Man, a brother to Calvin and Anibelly, and a 
gentleman-in-training, just like his dad. With the help of his family, can Alvin take on the outside 
world without letting his fears get the best of him?

The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes
When Billy Miller has a mishap at the statue of the Jolly Green Giant at the end of summer 
vacation, he ends up with a big lump on his head. What a way to start second grade!
As the year goes by, though, Billy figures out how to navigate elementary school, how to 
appreciate his little sister, and how to be a more grown up and responsible member of the 
family and a help to his busy working mom and stay-at-home dad.



Ranger in Time: Rescue on the Oregon Trail (Ranger in Time Book 1) by Kate Messner
Meet Ranger! He's a time-traveling golden retriever who has a nose for trouble . . . and always 
saves the day! Ranger has been trained as a search-and-rescue dog, but can't officially pass the 
test because he's always getting distracted by squirrels during exercises. One day, he finds a 
mysterious first aid kit in the garden and is transported to the year 1850, where he meets a 
young boy named Sam Abbott. Sam's family is migrating west on the Oregon Trail, and soon 
after Ranger arrives he helps the boy save his little sister. Ranger thinks his job is done, but the 
Oregon Trail can be dangerous, and the Abbotts need Ranger's help more than they realize!

Dory Fantasmagory (Dory Fantasmagory Book 1) by Abby Hanlon
As the youngest in her family, Dory really wants attention, and more than anything she wants 
her brother and sister to play with her. But she’s too much of a baby for them, so she’s left to 
her own devices—including her wild imagination and untiring energy. Her siblings may roll their 
eyes at her childish games, but Dory has lots of things to do: outsmarting the monsters all over 
the house, escaping from prison (aka time-out), and exacting revenge on her sister’s favorite 
doll. And when they really need her, daring Dory will prove her bravery, and finally get exactly 
what she has been looking for.

Gooney Bird Green by Lois Lowry
There’s never been anyone like Gooney Bird Greene at Watertower Elementary School. What 
other new kid comes to school wearing pajamas and cowboy boots one day and a polka-dot t-
shirt and tutu on another? Gooney Bird has to sit right smack in the middle of the class because 
she likes to be in the middle of everything. She is the star of story time and keeps her teacher 
and classmates on the edge of their seats with her “absolutely true” stories. But what about her 
classmates? Do they have stories good enough to share?

My Father’s Dragon (My Father’s Dragon Series, Book 1) by Ruth Stile Gannett
Elmer Elevator (the narrator's father as a boy) runs away with an old alley cat to rescue a flying 
baby dragon being exploited on a faraway island. With the help of two dozen pink lollipops, 
rubber bands, chewing gum, and a fine-toothed comb, Elmer disarms the fiercest of beasts on 
Wild Island.

The 13 Story Treehouse (Book 1) by Andy Griffiths
Who wouldn't want to live in a treehouse? Especially a 13-story treehouse that has a bowling 

alley, a see-through swimming pool, a tank full of sharks, a library full of comics, a secret 
underground laboratory, a games room, self-making beds, vines you can swing on, a vegetable 
vaporizer and a marshmallow machine that follows you around and automatically shoots your 
favorite flavored marshmallows into your mouth whenever it discerns you're hungry.

Who Would Win Series by Jerry Palotta
Non-fiction series that pits interesting animals against one another. Learn all about each 
animal’s special features and find out who would win in an epic battle!


